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Opening of the College of Science and
Engineering Advanced Laboratories Building

MI—KBEFHERREHX

The blessing of the new College of Science and Engineering

Advanced Laboratories Building will take place on October 26, 2023.
It has been a long road from the first recognition of the need for new
space for the college to the completion of the new facility. The Fu
Jen Catholic University Board of Trustees is thankful to all those
who have participated in the design, detailed planning and con-
struction of the building.

For many years it was clear that the College of Science and Engi-
neering, especially the Department of Life Science, required new
space to house the necessary graduate and undergraduate labora-
tories. An early suggestion, already discussed in the year 2010, was
to remodel a space in the Cardinal Paul Shan Building of the College
of Medicine to be used by the Department of Life Science. Beyond
the basic question of whether or not to divide the Life Sciences
Department and the future space needs of the College of Medicine,
the upper floors of the Cardinal Shan Building were not designed to
be used as laboratory space. To provide lab space for the Life Sci-
ence Department in the Medical College Building would be prohibi-
tively expensive. A more radical solution, that met the needs of not
only the Department of Life Sciences but of the entire college, was
required.

In 2012, various committees from the College of Science and Engi-
neering were organized and initial plans were put forth. The basic
concept was approved by the University Council on January 10,
2013 and by the Board of Trustees on March 10, 2013. The board
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approved the hiring of an architect to plan the new building and
agreed that funding would comprise donations for the project, the
use of university reserves and the university taking out a loan. Plan-
ning for the building proceeded accordingly and on November 18,
2016 the Board of Trustees approved the initial basic plan and initial
budget. After approval by the required government agencies, the
board of trustees on July 13, 2017 approved that the university ask
for bids on the basic structure of the building.

The new facility primarily provides laboratory space for the natural
science departments of the college: basement, physics, first and
second floors general lecture areas and mathematics, third floor
chemistry, fourth floor life science. The fifth floor will house a cen-
tral instrumentation center. The remainder of the fifth floor and the
sixth and seventh floor will provide space for industrial cooperation.

Forvarious reasons the bidding process stalled, but finally on July 9,
2019, the Chair of the Board of Trustees, the university president
and representatives of the general contractor presided over the
ground breaking ceremony. Construction was also stalled by a lack
of skilled workers, supply chain issues and the covid-19 pandemic.
But thanks to the efforts of all concerned, on October 26, 2023 Arch-
bishop Liu Chen-Chung, Chair of the Board of Trustees, President
Chiang Han-Sun of Fu Jen, Dean Yuan-Kai Wang and various former
and current administrators, faculty, staff and science and engineer-
ing alumni gathered for the opening ceremony of the College of Sci-
ence and Engineering Advanced Laboratories Building.

The University and especially the College of Science and Engineer-
ing are to be congratulated for their successful fundraising efforts.



Approximately 52% of the total cost of the building was covered by

generous donations, primarily by alumni of the college. Of the total
donations approximately 45% were from donors in the U.S. who
channeled their donations through the Fu Jen University Founda-
tion. The remaining 55% came from donations received in Taiwan.
Deserving of special mention is Michael Chang (5&:&%) who made
the largest donation and continually encouraged others to join the
effort. Tragically Dr. Michael Chang did not live to see the opening of
the building, having passed away after an acute illness.

In many ways the new building represents an important step for-
ward for the College of Science and Engineering. In this time of
decreasing student numbers in Taiwan and increasing investment
in science and engineering by government institutions, the new
facilities will allow Fu Jen to maintain its competitive edge in both
research and teaching. The new central instrumentation center is
key to the university’s progress in research. The designation of the
fifth, sixth and seventh floors for industrial cooperation represents
a new, creative initiative on the part of the University.

So, once again, congratulations and thank you to all responsible for
the planning and construction of the Science and Engineering
Advanced Laboratories Building. It is now up to the University
administrators, faculty, staff and students to make optimal use of
the new facility.

Frank Budenholzer, SVD
September 20, 2023
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